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times of   Thucydides, &c. (also I have some drawings).    It is astonishing I should have so long read about a country without
and I am amazed how it ever became one country ; its inhabitants ever had intercourse with each other, how they e-v^er could go to war, &c. &c. ; for it is one heap of mountains thrown together in the wildest way conceivable.
The town of Corfu is very picturesque in the Venetian style. The churches are very numerous — as in Oxford (they say) there is a pot-house every ten houses, so of the churches here. Dissenters are unknown in the Greek Church. There seems much superstition here. On Saturday we saw the church a/nd body of St. Spiriclion, who was one of the Mcene leathers, though doubtless it is not his body. He is the patron saiDt of the island ; each of the seven has its own. The clrux-ches are Venetian ; but why it was that the Venetians extended the Greek communion I have not made out. St. Spiridiort's is small, but handsomely fitted up, though not so much more so than a country church which 1 by chance went into. I was surprised ; the two were so much alike in arrangement and decoration. A number of paintings in gilt frames, not badly executed, the subject the history of Genesis and the Last Juxlgment ; large silver lamps ; stalls, like in cathedrals, for the oMef persons and the infirm — for the Greeks stand in prayer for the most part. At the east end a number of pictures in parallel niches — apostles, prophets, <fec. Lower down, our Saviour, the Virgin, St. Gregory, <fcc., Moses. A door opens into what in England is called the chancel— where seems "bo be the high altar — the Consecration, I suppose, being private ; in St. Spiridion the saint's silver tomb and body.
The Greek clergy of these islands, as of the Korea, are of a lower- rank, as our Methodists. They are said to be very igriorarxt, but moral in their lives. They interfere little, or not at all, •with their flocks, who pay them their offerings and receive the rites of religion as a quid pro quo. There seems to be no endowments, but the clergy are dependent on their people. There is a bishop to each island, paid by the Government 2f50£. per annum each. There seems to be no- excommunication. The Greeks are very rigid in their fasts • besides the forty days in Lent, they have forty before Christmas, and some others. At these times they eat no meat ; the pirates are as rigid in keeping them as others. I turned over the leaves of one or two books in the country church ; one was a
